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Abstract
In Orkney it is said that if you scratch its surface it bleeds archaeology! This is nowhere truer than in

the Heart of Neolithic Orkney World Heritage Site that is renowned for some of the most iconic

prehistoric monuments of Atlantic Europe: the great stone circles of the Ring of Brodgar and the
Stones of Stenness; Maeshowe a massive chambered tomb; and the exceptionally well preserved
village of Skara Brae.

Recent research and excavation in this area is radicalising our views of this period 5,000 years ago. In
particular the stunning discovery of a complex at the Ness of Brodgar that was enclosed within a large
walled precinct, and is shedding new light on how this landscape was used and developed. The Ness
structures are not only magnificent in their scale, complexity and symmetry but were also decorated
with colour and one of the largest assemblages of Neolithic artwork. In its heyday the Ness may have
been the very hub of this monumental landscape.



